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Sociological Reflection on the Fighting Lepers for a Relief in 1930's Okinawa
: Strategic Occupation at U'fudobaru and Keisai AOKI

Bun'ya NAKAMURA

In this paper, we consider on the strategic occupation at U’fudobaru in Okinawa Island. This occupation was
constituted by Keisai AOKI who was a leper coming from Kaishun hospital in Kumamoto. He came in Okinawa
at 1927. Since then, he was engaged on a mission to lepers; on the spiritual cares and material aids for lepers in
Okinawa. He had visited many camps theirin north of Okinawa Island, and constructed the leper's nexus, in other
worlds (the another society for lepers) where outside of Okinawa society. They constituted to a new order in this
another world.

In 1930's, Okinawa Prefecture had tried to construct the sanatorium for lepers, but this trial was failed in several
times; though, Okinawa Prefectural forced into constructing sanatorium at Arashiyama in 1933, it was prevented
by the social movement organized three communities around Arashiyam: Nago, Nakijin, Haneji. Aoki, instead of
Okinawa Prefecture, constituted a project for the construction of the leper's house at U’fudobaru in Yagachi Island
strategically. For its project, Aoki had a plan for the strategic occupation at U’fudobaru where bought with an
efforts of Heiei Ohsiro who lived in the village of Sumuide in Yagachi Island. Aoki's strategy forced to the protest
and maltreat from community Sumuide. In this occupation, of the cottage at the key-frame for this struggle was
destroyed by the Sumuide's peoples, and Aoki experienced the danger his life. The master of this ccupation and
Aoki decided on making of the evacuation order from occupation at U'fudobaru.

Our consideration is directed to the meanings of this affaire. In our consideration, the lepers in 1930’Okinawa
who alienated from their home needed to a comfort. The mission of Aoki was that developed to take a chance of
the gaining an abilities for survive. He constructed their new provinces of meaning, in other words (the Another
Society for Lepers in Okinawa) . They had been growing into an ability for constituting their meaning-full world,
their relationships, and their newly organization for this occupation. They would promise to the new sanatorium

and new relief after five years of this occupation.

Key words; Keisai AOKI, Strategic Occupation at U’fudobaru, The affaire in U’fudobaru, Arashiyama affaires,

Sumuide in Yagaji Isrland.



